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Why do they call it Skeetertown? Was someone looking at a shirt label when they dreamed up the name 
Eclipse? Why is that swamp Dismal? Check out these famous Suffolk names and places. 


Bennett's Creek - Richard Bennett, Virginia's first governor under the Commonwealth from 1652-1655, held a 
patent from the English crown in the north Suffolk area known as Bennett's Creek. The area is rimmed by the 
Nansemond River and the tidal Bennett's Creek. 


Bennett's Creek Park - A 50-acre city owned park off Shoulders Hill Road with tennis courts, picnic pavilions 
and two free boat ramps offering access to the Nansemond River. 


Bettie Davis - Not the actress. Her name is spelled differently. Suffolk's Bettie S. Davis was a public health 
nurse who taught women how to be midwives, made house calls and set up immunization clinics. Often, she 
was the only * doctor" her patients knew. In November 1983, a 60-unit apartment complex for elderly and 
handicapped residents was opened and named for her: Bettie S. Davis Village. 


Borough - The city of Suffolk is made up of seven boroughs: Chuckatuck, Cypress, Holy Neck, Nansemond, 
Sleepy Hole, Suffolk and Whaleyville. Each borough elects a representative to the City Council and the School 
Board. 


Buckhorn - Originally named Purvis, after a local resident, the town once included a cotton gin, a post office 
and pork-packing houses. It was renamed Buckhorn, legend has it, after a buck's horn was found there. 


Burbage Grant - The first section of the Harbour View community in north Suffolk was named for Thomas 
Burbage, an English settler who also received a patent in the north Suffolk area. 


Chuckatuck - Most local folks agree that the name Chuckatuck is of Nansemond Indian origin but defining the 
word is more difficult. One theory is that Chuckatuck means crooked creek, an apt description of the creek 
that runs through the town. Other townsfolk will just smile and start spinning tales about two warriors, 
~*One named Chuck and one named Tuck..." 


Constant's Wharf - Waterfront area along the Nansemond River where the city of Suffolk was founded. It is 
named for John Constant, who built a tobacco warehouse there around 1728 to take advantage of the 
region's flourishing leaf trade. Before it was called Suffolk, the city was also named for Constant. 


Dismal Swamp - Now protected as the Great Dismal Swamp National Wildlife Refuge, the Dismal Swamp, 
tradition says, was named by Col. William Byrd who first surveyed the swamp in 1723 and found the 
swampland so dreary that he deemed Dismal to be its most appropriate name. Forty years later a more 
famous surveyor, George Washington, made several trips to the swamp and lent his name to a canal that ran 
through the marsh, the Washington Ditch. 


Downtown Suffolk Initiatives Plan - An urban plan developed in 1997 by professional planners and local 
citizens to help focus downtown revitalization efforts. The plan aims to preserve Suffolk's architectural 
character and capitalize on the waterways lacing the city. The intersection of Washington and Main streets, 
Constant's Wharf, the old CSX railroad station and Suffolk High School are the plan's primary target areas. 


Driver - Halfway between downtown Portsmouth and downtown Suffolk, the rural area was once called 
Persimmon Tree Orchard but was renamed Driver after a local merchant, E.J. Driver, who ran a large country 
store in the crossroads village in the mid 1800s. The village once boasted a tavern where stagecoaches 
stopped and visits by Benedict Arnold, Lord Cornwallis and the Marquis de Lafayette. Today the village is 
surrounded by suburban homes whose residents join with older citizens and merchants to host a harvest 
festival each fall. 


Eclipse - In 1879 the watermen's village of Crittenden became a post village, its first postmaster being James 


H. Crittenden, for whom the town was named. About 1900, when the little village shared the peninsula with 
Crittenden was granted its own post office, the villagers had a dilemma - what to name the town. Some 
suggested that the name Eclipse was chosen after an eclipse that occurred around that time. Others suggest 
that the name was taken from a trademark on the lantern that hung in Bunkley's waterfront store, site of the 
new post office. Other proponents of the trademark theory attribute the unusual name to a box of flannel 
shirts or a pair of dungarees made by the Eclipse Manufacturing Co. 


Elephant's Fork - Located around the intersection of Route 10 and Route 460, Elephant's Fork may sound like 
a perfect spot for a circus, but the name more likely derives from the elephant shaped sign that hung in front 
of a local crossroads store. Legend has it that the sign was so brightly painted that it startled horses passing 
by on the road. 


Holland - Rather than wooden shoes and tulips, the Ruritan Club is this Holland's claim to fame. The first 
Ruritan Club in the United States was formed May 21, 1928, in this village named for Z.T. Holland, a local post- 
Civil War merchant. The flourishing little village of wooden-frame buildings was heavily damaged by fire Jan. 
1, 1905, but rebuilt with sturdier brick homes and stores. 


JTASC - Located in north Suffolk, the Joint Training, Analysis and Simulation Center is a major Department of 
Defense facility focusing on the military's most advanced computer simulation training for combat and 
defense. It opened in 1996. 


Lake Drummond - Lake located in the middle of the Dismal Swamp, half in Virginia, half in North Carolina. 
Named for William Drummond, the first colonial governor of North Carolina who was hanged in 1676 for his 
part in Bacon's Rebellion. 


Lone Star Lakes - A 1,000-acre public park in Chuckatuck with 11 lakes for fresh water fishing, nature and 
horse trails, picnic areas and playgrounds. 


Nansemond - Long before Europeans arrived in 1607, the original settlers of the Suffolk area were the 
Nansemond Indians, part of Powhatan's Confederacy. The name Nansemond meant * ‘fishing point" or 
**angle" and referred to the tribal settlement situated in the angled junction of the southern and western 
branches of the Nansemond River. Now the name is found not only on the river and the former Nansemond 
County but also on schools, subdivisions and countless businesses and civic organizations in Suffolk. 


Amadeo Obici - An Italian immigrant, Obici earned enough as a peanut vendor in Wilkes Barre, Pa., to become 
a partner in a peanut roasting factory. In 1913 he built his own processing plant in Suffolk, later adding 
factories in San Franciso and Toronto. Obici, responsible for the creation of Mr. Peanut, was also a 
community benefactor building a social club (The Planter's Club) for his employees and endowing Louise 
Obici Memorial Hospital in honor of his wife. 


Peanut Fest - A modern-day version of Suffolk's harvest festival from half a century ago, the Peanut Fest 
brings a midway, crafts, typical fest foods, live entertainment - and a few peanuts - to the Suffolk Airport for 
three days in October. 


Riddick's Folly - An 1837 Greek Revival home on Main Street restored as a museum and cultural center. A gift 
shop and peanut museum are located in the house's basement. 


Skeetertown - Although this historic settlement hugs the boundaries of the Dismal Swamp, its name has 
nothing to do with pesky mosquitoes. Instead it is named for the descendants of Joe Skeeter, an English or 
French adventurer who laid claim to land in the swamp in 1776. Renowned as a swamper and fisherman, 
Skeeter is said to have served as George Washington's guide on the president's later visits to the swamp. 


Somerton - Once known as Summer Town, the country village with an active Friends congregation was visited 
by the famous Quaker, the Rev. George Fox, in 1672. Once a stop on the stagecoach route between Norfolk 
and Fayetteville, N.C., the thriving little town declined when railroads were routed through other villages. 


Spring Spectacular - The newer, springtime version of Peanut Fest that features dozens of hot air balloons 
ascending to the skies and lots of festival fun. 


Suffolk Museum - Located on Bosley Avenue, the museum provides workshops, classes and local and 
traveling exhibits. The museum is also home to the Suffolk Art League. 


Whaleyville - Named after Seth Mitchell Whaley who farmed in the community from 1877. In the early 1900s, 
Whaleyville was a bustling village of shops, cotton gins, banks, churches and its own district high school. 
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